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a2 RIGHTS OF MAN. Part Ij. 

Though the ancient governments prefent to us a miferable 
niAure of the condition of man, there is one which above all 
others exempts itfelf from the general defcription. I mean the 
democracy of the Athenians. We lee more to admire, and lefs 
to condemn, in that great, extraordinary people, than in any 
thing which hiftory affords. . . 

Mr Burke is fo little acquainted with conftituent principles of 
government, that he confounds democracy and reprefentation 
“ether Reprefentation was a thing unknown in the ancient 
democracies. In thofe the mafs of the people met and enafted 
laws (grammatically fpeaking) in the firft perfon. Simple de- 
mocracy was no other than the common-hall of the ancients. It 
fivnifies the/onw, as well as the public principle of the govern- 
mcnt As thefe democracies increafed in population, and the 
territory extended, the fimple democratical form became un-' 
wieldy and imprafticable ; and as the fyftem of reprefentation 
was not known, the confequence was, they either degenerated 

convulfively into monarchies, or became ablorbed into Inch as 

then exifted Had the fvftem of reprefentation been then un- 
derftood as it now is, there is no reafon to believe that thofe 
forms of government, now called monarchical and ai litocratical,^ 
would ever have taken place. It was the want of fome method 
to confolidate the parts of -fociety, after it became too populous, 
and too extenfive for the fimple democratical form, a-nd alfo the 
kx and folitarv condition of fliepherds and herdfmen in other 
parte of the world, that afforded opportunities to thofe unnatural 

modes of government to begin. , , .. , 

As it is neceflarv to clear away the rubbifh of errors, into' 
which the fubjeA of government has been thrown, I fliall pro- 
ceed to remark on fome others. 

It has always been the political draft of courtiers and court- 
governments, to abufe fomething which they called repub- 
hcanifm ; but what republicanifm was, or is, they never attempt 
to explain. Let us examine a little into this caie. 

The onlv forms of government are, the democratical, the 
ariftoc.ratical, the monarchical, and what is now called there- 

P1 Whatis called a republic, is not any particular form of govern- 
ment. It is wholly characferiftical of the purport, matter, 01 
obieft for which government ought to be inftituted, and on 
which it is to be employed, res-publica, the public a airs, j ■“ 
the public good; or, literallv tranflated, the public thing. 1 

fwS </« good original, referring to what 
chara&er and bufinefs of government ; and in this lenie it 
rally oppofed to the word monarchy, which has a bafe origma fig ■ 
cation! It means arbitrary power m an utdiv.dual oe ton n the 
exercife of which, himfelf , and not the > es-pubhca i he°b et . 

Every government that does not aft on ti e prmcipleot 
Republic, or in other words, that does not auto he res- U* 
its whole and foie objeft, is not a good government. Kepu^ 
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lican government. is no other than government eftablifhed and 
conduced for the inteieft of the public, as well individually as 
collectively. It is not neceflarily conne&ed with any particular 
form, but it moft naturally affociates with the reprefentative 
form, as being beft calculated to fecure the end for which a na- 
tion is at the expence of fupporting it. 

Various forms of government have affected to ftyle themfelves a 
republic. Poland calls itfelf a republic, which is an hereditary arif- 
tocracy, with what is called an elective monarchy. Holland calls 
itfelf a republic, which is chiefly ariftocratical, with an hereditary 
ftadtholderfliip. But the government of America, which is wholly 
jin the fyftem of reprefentation, is the only real republic in cha- 
racter and in practice, that now exifts. Its government has no 
other objedt than the public bufinefs of the nation, and therefore 
itis properly a republic; and the Americans have taken care that 
this, and no other, fhall always be the objeCt of their government, 
by their reje&ing every thing hereditary, andeftablifliing govern- 
ment on the fyftem of reprefentation only. 

Thofe who have faid that a republic is not a form of govern- 
ment calculated for countries of great extent, miftook, in the 
frft place, the bufinefs of a government, for a form of govern- 
ment; for the res-publica equally appertains to every extent of 
territory and population. And, in the fecond place, if they 
meant any thing with refpeCf to form, it was the fimple democra- 
tical form, fuch was the mode of government in the ancient de- * 
mocracies, in which there was no reprefentation. The cafe, 
therefore, is not, that a republic cannot be extenfive, but that it 
cannot be extenfive on the fimple democratical form ; and the 
queftion naturally prefents itfelf, What is the befl form of govern- 
merit for conducing the res-publica, or the public business of 
a nation , after it becomes too extenfive and populous for the fimple de- 
mocratical form ? 

It cannot be monarchy, becaufe monarchy is fubjeCl to an ©b- 
jeftion of the fame amount to which the fimple democratical 
form was fubjeCt. 

It is probable that an individual may laydown a fyftem of prin- 
ciples, on which government fhall be conftitutionally eftabliflied 
to any extent of territory. This is no more than an operation 
mind, a&ing by its own powers. But the practice upon 
thofe principles, as applying to the various and numerous cir- 
cumftances of a nation, its agriculture, manufacture, trade, 
commerce, &c. &c. requires a knowledge of a different kind, 
and which can be had only from the various parts of fociety. 
it is an affemblage of practical knowledge, which no one indi- 
vidual can poffefs ; and therefore the monarchical form is as 
JMch limited, in ufefuJ practice, from the incompetency of 
knowledge, as was the democratical form, from the multiplicity 
ot population. The one degenerates, by extenfion, into con- 

ion; the other, into ignorance and incapacity, of which all 
*& e gieat monarchies are an evidence. The monarchical form, 

therefore, 
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